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Some parsing on the presentation
title
 Why Eastern Monmouth County?
 What is man/nature interaction?
 What is strategic?
 What is sustainable?
 How do we achieve it?

New York Bight

352 years ago

About 12,500 acres water(20 sqm)
About 200,000 people
About 50 miles of shore line
18 towns
A University
A Community College
Two marine labs
MAST and High Tech
A Federal Park
A military installation
Ferries, railroads and the Parkway
Parks, park trails and bikeways
Beaches, wetlands and creeks
Marinas
Restaurants
Hotels, bed breakfasts and inns
Hunting
Sailing, Swimming, Clamming,
Boating, Fishing, Crabbing
Farming
Living

16. Long Branch (5.27)
17. Monmouth Beach (1.08)
18. Sea Bright(0.73)
19. Rumson (5.06)
20. Fair Haven (1.60)
21. Little Silver (2.71)
22. Oceanport (3.18)
23. West Long Branch (2.86)
24. Eatontown (5.83)
25. Shrewsbury (2.17)
26. Red Bank (1.74)
27. Tinton Falls (15.49)
28. Highlands (0.77)
29. Atlantic Highlands (4.56)
47. Colts Neck (30.73)
48. Shrewsbury Township (0.11)
52. Middletown (40.99)
Total: 124.88 sq. miles

An Aquatic Frame of Mind
 It is our own remaining “Tragedy of the Commons”
 Our waters are the bilges of our society
 Our water connect us with the outside world
 We are our own watershed
 Thinks of Eastern Monmouth County as a mini

ecosystem
 And what an ecosystem it is!
 How good or bad is it?
 That’s the “Reality of the Commons”

http://hudson.dl.stevens-tech.edu/maritimeforecast/maincontrol.shtml

Hudson Estuary
Program
Way in the bottom
right there is a little
private ecosystem,
with its own flushing
system

We Still Live in a Beautiful Place

What is the best way to keep it this way?
Or make it work even better for us?

1. Lack of general boater courtesy
2. Lack of awareness with regard to river and bay wildlife
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

and river quality issues
Lack of awareness with regard to recreational and
commercial opportunities
Reductions in recreational boating interest
Storm runoff water quality issues
Lack of native oysters
Lack of spartina grasses
Lack of edible species awareness
Clamming restrictions
Dissolved oxygen deficiencies

11. Ineffective bulkheading
12. Ineffective river scaping (living shore lines)
13. Poor land side trash management
14. Bridge replacements issues
15. Land side impervious surface issues
16. Lack of dredging
17. Limits in water access
18. Inadequate ecosystem man/nature sustainable

education
19. Lack of protection of culturally significant activities
such as boat racing, hunting, fishing and port facilities
20. Overall poor and non-optimized fisheries yield

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Local fish to table inadequacies
Poor feeder creek conditions
Fertilizer overloading
Poor insecticide practices
PCB's and other industrial residue
River and bay bottom degradation
Silting
Poorly planned development.
Lack of master planning
Lack of existing regulation (law) enforcement
Poor regulatory design

Lack of coordination

Man Nature Interaction Between Two Extremes
 Everybody leaves and only native Americans are

allowed back in
 We get rid of all regulations and let the free market
decide
Less Extreme
 We change nothing and do what we do today
 We refine with a goal of finding a sustainable optimum
 What is a sustainable optimum?

December 2015: Maybe a National
Marine Sanctuary
National Marine Sanctuaries are the equivalent of National
Parks, but exist on (and in) water instead of land. National
Marine Sanctuaries range in size from a single submerged
shipwreck in the Atlantic, to the size of several states in the
Pacific Ocean.
Just like National Parks they can fulfill a multitude of
purposes ranging from nature preservation, to historical
preservation, to education and recreation.
Our own Sandy Hook National Park is an example where
all these missions and goals come together in one park.

How are National Marine
Sanctuaries created?
The New Way:
 By the local public
 Local stakeholders propose and recommend
 NOAA reviews initial proposal
 For a quick description of the process go to:
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/
 For examples of nominations go to:
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/nominations/

NOAA asks:
 Does the place have natural resources or habitat with

special ecological significance?
 Does the place have maritime heritage resources with
special historical, cultural, archeological significance?
 Does the place have important economic uses like
tourism, fishing, diving and other recreational
activities?
 Do all of these things depend on conservation and
management of resources?

Sandy Hook Bay extending from the tip of the Earle
Weapon Center to the tip of Sandy Hook and all the
estuaries within it
Bounded on one side by a federal military installation on
the other side by a national park.
Upstream it would contain the waterfronts of Middletown,
Atlantic Highlands, Highlands, Rumson, Fair Haven, Sea
Bright, Red Bank, Shrewsbury, Shrewsbury Township,
Little Silver, Tinton Falls, Colts Neck, Oceanport,
Eatontown, Long Branch, West Long Branch, and
Monmouth Beach, together with various abutting county
parks.

Does this fit Sandy Hook Bay
National Marine Sanctuary?
 Does the place have natural resources or habitat with

special ecological significance?
 Does the place have maritime heritage resources with
special historical, cultural, archeological significance?
 Does the place have important economic uses like
tourism, fishing, diving and other recreational
activities?
 Do all of these things depend on conservation and
management of resources?

And does this fit Sandy Hook Bay
Marine Sanctuary?
 Opportunities for marine research, education or

partnerships;
 Potential threats & impacts for the place’s marine
resources;
 Existing management/regulation that could help with
conservation efforts; and
 Importantly, broad community based support.

GOALS (the long version)
 Serve as a local laboratory and thought leader for integrated man/nature









interaction in a rich, complex, diverse, and culturally developed
environmental setting
Provide local sustainable resource management and improvements to
maintain fisheries, recreation, habitation and hunting
Provide a setting that integrates the water with adjoining land based parks
and public access points.
Provide the citizens living along the sanctuary with a common resource to
benefit all, and to serve as a focal point in their ability to co-exist with
nature
Provide a setting for exploration and education with regard to man/nature
interactions and best combined land based and water based practices.
Extend the National Park Philosophy, America’s Best Idea, to the water for
the benefit of all, in perpetuity.
A general effort to avoid the creation of new regulations and, instead, to
consolidate and streamline regulations where possible.

GOALS (the short version)
We live along a very special place
There are a lot of people that all enjoy it in different
ways
Resources are limited, that means we have to share
That requires complex solutions
Let’s develop a local tool that allows us to optimize it
for us all in the most efficient fashion
Data, Discussions, Local decisions
It’s not about me, or you, it is about us.

December 2016
 Immense resistance to NMS from special interests and







limited support. NMS is shelved
Summer 2016 clinging jellyfish and water quality
issues
Summer 2016: Rally the Navesink
Joint program led by Clean Ocean Action
What are we investigating under Rally the Navesink?
Water quality
What drives water quality?

1. Lack of general boater courtesy
2. Lack of awareness with regard to river and bay
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

wildlife and river quality issues
Lack of awareness with regard to recreational and
commercial opportunities
Reductions in recreational boating interest
Storm runoff water quality issues
Lack of native oysters
Lack of spartina grasses
Lack of edible species awareness
Clamming restrictions
Dissolved oxygen deficiencies

11. Ineffective bulkheading
12. Ineffective river scaping (living shore lines)
13. Poor land side trash management
14. Bridge replacements issues
15. Land side impervious surface issues
16. Lack of dredging
17. Limits in water access
18. Inadequate ecosystem man/nature sustainable

education
19. Lack of protection of culturally significant activities
such as boat racing, hunting, fishing and port facilities
20. Overall poor and non-optimized fisheries yield

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Local fish to table inadequacies
Poor feeder creek conditions
Fertilizer overloading
Poor insecticide practices
PCB's and other industrial residue
River and bay bottom degradation
Silting
Poorly planned development
Lack of master planning
Lack of existing regulation (law) enforcement
Poor regulatory design

But only for the Navesink River!
And what is the ultimate goal?

Is it Working?
 We will see
 Things will improve if we work together.
 Who do we include?
 Everybody
 Is there an us versus them?
 At a certain stage we have to realize that there is such a

thing as a freeloader

 But what are our goals?

Richard Hartshorne, Quaker
Middletown, NJ, 12 Sep, 1675
In Middletown, where I live, in six years and upwards there have died but one woman about eighty years old,
one man about sixty, and a boy about five years old, and one little infant or two. There are in this Town,
in twenty-five families about ninety-five children, most of them under twelve years of age, and all lusty
children.
The produce of this Provence is chiefly, Wheat, Barley Oates, Beans, Beef, Pork, Pease, Tobacco, Indian corn,
Butter, Cheese, hemp and flax, French beans, Strawberries, Carrots, Parsnips, Cabbidge, Turnips,
Radishes, Onions, Cucumbers, Watermellons, Mushmellons, Squashes; also our soile is verry fertile for
Apples, Pears, Plums, Quinces, Currans red and white, Gooseberries, Cherries and Peaches in
abundance, having all sorts of green trash in the summer time.
The Country is greatly supplied with Creeks and Rivers, which afford stores of Fish, Pearch, Roach, Baste,
Sheepsheads, Oysters, Crabs, Sturgeons, Eels and many other sorts of Fish that I do not name. You may
buy as much Fish of an Indian for half a pound of Powder as well serve six or eight men.
Deer are also very plenty in this Province. We can buy a fat Buck of the Indians much bigger than the English
Deer for a pound and a half of Powder or Lead or any other trade equivalent; and a peck of Strawberries,
the Indians will gather and bring Home to us for the value of six pence.
Our Beef and Pork is verry fat and good. The natural Grass of the country is much like that which grows in
the Woods in England, which is food enough for our Cattle; but by the water side we have fresh meadows
Salt Marshes. We make English Bread and Beer; besides we have several sorts of other Drink.
In traveling in the Country and coming to any House, they generally ask you to eat and drink, and take
Tobacco, and their several sorts of Drink they will offer you as confidently as if it were Sack.
Here are abundance of Chestnuts, Walnuts, Mulberries and Grapes, red and white. Our Horses and Mares
run in the open Woods, and we give them no meal Winter nor Summer, unless we work them; but our
cows must be looked after.
Our Timber Stands for fences about the Land we manure; we Plough our land with oxen for the most part.
Husbandman here and in Old England is all one, making most of our utencils for Husbandry ourselves,
and a man that has three or four sonns or servants that can work along with him will down with Timber
and get corn quickly.
The best coming to this country is at the Spring or Fall. We make our soap and candles and all such things
ourselves. In the Winter we make good fires and we eat good Meat; and our women and children are
healthy; sugar is cheap, venisan, Geese, turkeys, Pidgeons, Fowls and Fish are plenty and one great
happiness we enjoy, which is we are very quiet.

Hartshorne’s Portland, Middletown, c 1880

Idyllic Approach
Let’s change our lifestyles and re-achieve the
Harthorne Idyll
Will never work with 250,000 people here
Not enough land per person
Not enough fish
Not enough game
We can have examples of this around us though:
Hunting, fishing, clamming, farming
Locovoring: One fish, one ear of corn, one shot of
applejack, one meal of clams, and piece of local
cheese per person per year is pretty good.

Technological (and Commercial)
Approach

We have the means:
Lots of solar and other sustainable energy
More efficient and effective transportation
Optimize land use
Moderation and optimization in homes
Native species landscaping, food gardening
Infrastructure (permeable surfaces, sewage
treatment, rain gardens, river scaping)
Wildlife management (threatened and invasives)
Education, Education, Vision and Fashion

GOALS (An approach)
We live along a very special place
There are a lot of people that all enjoy it in different
ways
Resources are limited, that means we have to share
That requires complex solutions (Reality of the
Commons)
Complex solutions make money
Let’s develop a local tool that allows us to optimize it
for us all in the most efficient fashion
Data, Discussions, Local decisions
It’s not about me, or you, it is about us.

Who is going to achieve those goals?
 Conservation Education, www.state.nj.us/agriculture/divisions/anr/nrc/conservatione
du.html
 Natural Resources Conservation 3 - 28
http://www.state.nj.us/agriculture/divisions/anr/nrc/
 Monmouth County Division of Planning Environmental and Sustainability Section,
http://visitmonmouth.com/page.aspx?ID=2969
 Monmouth County Division of Shade Tree, http://co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?ID=152
 Monmouth County Environmental Council,
www.visitmonmouth.com/page.aspx?Id=3005
 Monmouth County Health Department Environmental Health Program,
http://co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?ID=2028
 Monmouth County Park System 3 - 28 http://www.monmouthcountyparks.com/
 Alliance for a Living Ocean, www.livingocean.org
 Alliance for NJ Environmental Education, www.anjee.net
 American Littoral Society, www.littoralsociety.org
 Association of NJ Environmental Commissions (ANJEC), www.anjec.org
 Clean Ocean Action, www.cleanoceanaction.org
 Clean Water Fund of New Jersey, www.cleanwaterfund.org
 Clearwater of NJ, www.mcclearwater.org
 New Jersey Endangered and Threatened Species Field Guide,
www.conservewildlifenj.org/species/fieldguide/

?





















Earth Share New Jersey, www.earthsharenj.org/
Ecological Society of America, www.esa.org/esa/
Garden State Earth Institute , www.gsearthinstitute.org
Native Plant Society of New Jersey, www.npsnj.org
Nature Conservancy, www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/united
states/newjersey/
Natural Resources Defense Council, www.nrdc.org
NatureServe, www.natureserve.org
Navesink Maritime Heritage Association, www.navesinkmaritime.org
New Jersey Audubon Society, www.njaudubon.org
New Jersey Conservation Foundation, www.njconservation.org
New Jersey State Mosquito Control Commission, www.state.nj.us/dep/mosquito/
New Jersey School of Conservation, www.csam.montclair.edu/njsoc
New Jersey Chapter Sierra Club, www.sierraclub.org/new-jersey
New Jersey Work Environment Council, www.njwec.org
NJ Coast Anglers Association www.njcaa.org
NJ Water Environment Association, www.njwea.org
NJ Water Resources Institute, www.njwrri.rutgers.edu
Sustainable Jersey, www.sustainablejersey.com
The Land Conservancy of NJ, www.tlc-nj.org
Wetlands Institute, www.wetlandsinstitute.org

?
 MCPS Trails Elevation Profile, http://mcps.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Profile/index.html
 Forest Communities of the MCPS,
http://rutgers.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html
 New Jersey Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP),
www.nj.gov/dep/greenacres/pdf/scorp_2013.pdf
 Municipal Open Space Grant Program, www.monmouthcountyparks.com
 Farmland Preservation Program , https://co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?ID=2982
 Monmouth County Greentable, http://co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?Id=3753
 Hancock 21st Century Federal Advisory Committee,
www.nps.gov/gate/learn/management/forthancock21.htm
 Gateway National Recreation Area’s General Management Plan and Environmental
Impact Statement (2014), www.nps.gov/gate/learn/management/gmp-2012.htm
 New York-New Jersey Harbor Estuary Program, www.harborestuary.org
 Fort Monmouth Economic Revitalization Authority (FMERA),
www.fortmonmouthnj.com/about-us/area-assets/
 Fort Monmouth Recreation Center, www.monmouthcountyparks.com
 FEMA for Mitigation Best Practices www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1447357426269e95b4a3f2805922a9b8b0fde5f91789f/01_3years-long_3yearsstrong_web-rev.pdf
 Monmouth County Conservation Foundation, www.monmouthconservation.org/
 Trust for Public Lands, www.tpl.org
 Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program,
http://coast.noaa.gov/czm/landconservation

?























U.S. Department of Agriculture, www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome
Forest Service Open Space Conservation, www.fs.fed.us/openspace/national_strategy.html
Forest Legacy Program, http://www.fs.fed.us/cooperativeforestry/programs/loa/flp.shtml
Forest Stewardship Program, www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/fsp.shtml
Land and Water Conservation Fund, www.nps.gov/lwcf/index.htm
Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program, www.nps.gov/orgs/rtca/index.htm
Recreational Trails Program, www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/
Clean Water State Revolving Fund,
http://water.epa.gov/grants_funding/cwsrf/cwsrf_index.cfm
Garden State Preservation Fund, www.state.nj.us/gspt/
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP), www.nj.gov/dep/
Blue Acres Program, www.nj.gov/dep/greenacres/blue_flood_ac.html
Environmental Infrastructure Financing Program,
www.nj.gov/dep/grantandloanprograms/er_eifp.htm
Garden State Historic Preservation Trust Fund, www.njht.org/dca/njht/programs/gshptf/
Green Acres Program , www.state.nj.us/dep/greenacres/
Natural Lands Trust http://nj.gov/dep/njnlt/
New Jersey Trails Program, www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/njtrails.html
Parks and Open Space Education, www.state.nj.us/dep/seeds/topical.htm
NJ Open Space Database (ROSI), www.state.nj.us/dep/greenacres/openspace.html
Smart Growth, www.state.nj.us/state/planning/smart.html
Monmouth County Park System, www.monmouthcountyparks.com
Municipal Open Space Grant Program , www.monmouthcountyparks.com
Special People United to Ride. http://www.spuronline.org/

?


























Monmouth County Division of Planning Environmental and Sustainability Section,
https://co.monmouth.nj.us
Monmouth County Environmental Council, www.visitmonmouth.com
American Trails. www.americantrails.org
Community Preservation Coalition, www.communitypreservation.org
Garden State Greenways, www.gardenstategreenways.org
The Land Conservancy of NJ, www.tlc-nj.org
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), http://lwcfcoalition.org
Land Trust Alliance, www.landtrustalliance.org
Monmouth Conservation Foundation (MCF), www.monmouthconservation.org
National Recreation and Park Association, www.nrpa.org
Nature Conservancy of NJ, www.nature.org
Natural Resources Defense Council, www.nrdc.org
New Jersey Conservation Foundation, www.njconservation.org
New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust, www.njeit.org
New Jersey Farmland Preservation Program, www.state.nj.us/agriculture/sadc/sadc.htm
NJ Baykeeper, www.nynjbaykeeper.org
NJ Future- Land Preservation, www.njfuture.org/issues/environment-andagriculture/landpreservation/
NJ Keep it Green, www.njkeepitgreen.org
Rails to Trails Conservancy, www.railstotrails.org
Society for Conservation GIS, www.scgis.org
The Fund for New Jersey, www.fundfornj.org
The Schumann Fund for New Jersey,
http://foundationcenter.org/grantmaker/schumann/program_guid elines.html
The Trust for Public Land, www.tpl.org
The Watershed Institute Open Space Resources, http://thewatershedinstitute.org/4openspace/openspace-resources/
And quite a few others I forgot to mention

We are the right place (Eastern Monmouth County)
and time
We can do it, but we can’t get stuck in the details
We need to defragment
What we need is a strong voice that focuses on
sustainable Man/Nature interaction in Eastern
Monmouth County and provides a consolidated
approach
Who will be that voice?

IMAGINE
rhemmen@martinottaway.com

www.navesinkmaritime.org/
national-marine-sanctuary

